Since 1991 "Computing and Control for the Water Industry -CCWI" is a well-established series of bi-annual meetings.
On 2-4 September 2013, the 12th edition (CCWI2013) was held in Perugia (Italy) and was focused on Information for Water Systems and Smart Cities. CCWI2013 emphasized the integration between the more conventional themes of the analysis and planning of water systems and information technology. Such an integration offers opportunities for design solutions and innovative models for the challenging problems of water system management in an urban perspective, a key concept for smart cities (Brunone and Giustolisi, 2014) . The large number of presentations -more than 200 with many young researchers from Europe and overseasconfirmed the interest for CCWI2013 themes and the increasing success of CCWI Conferences (Fig. 1) . This CCWI2013 special issue contains a selection of extended CCWI2013 papers which give a taste of the Proceedings of the Conference published on Procedia Engineering Elsevier (www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/ 18777058/70). In fact their topics range from sustainabilitybased indicators of the urban water systems (Behzadian et al., 2014) , design and control parameters in water treatment (Ramphal and Sibiya, 2014) , numerical simulation of the transition between surface and pressurized flow (Fernández-Pato and García-Navarro, 2014) to optimisation of pump and valve schedules in complex large-scale water distribution networks (Skworcow et al., 2014) , and a real data-based model to simulate the behavior of a pumping station equipped with variable speed pumps (Capponi et al., 2014) . 
